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OFFICE  OF  DISTRIBUTIOK 
FOOD  ADLll.ISTFLkTION. 

;.As:iiyGTON,  d.  c.  ■ 


llarcR  22,  1944 

To:  Norman  Leon  Geld,  Chief,  Civilian  Food  Requirenients  Branch 

From:  J.  Fcrvis  Kilnor,  Acting  Chiei,  Distribution  Division 

Civilian  Food  Requireraents  Branch 

Subject:    L'cnthly  Food  T.eports  by  Areas,  liarch  1944 


This  nonth  all  but  the  i;id;;est  Region  sent  in  area  reports  on  the  nev; 
fora  shov;in~  botli  v/holesale  stoclcs  and  retail  novements.  Conparisons 
can  thus  be  nade  betv:ecn  re^rions  and  areas,  althou2;h  the  area  supervis- 
ors responsible  for  the  reports  have  obviously  differed  in  the  number 
and  variety  of  contacts  they  'r.ade  in  sccurin;".  the  inf orr;:a.tion  as  \iell  as 
in  their  interpretations  Oj?  situations.      Several  areas  in  the  Mortheast 
and  \("estern  Ref;ions,  for  e:Kanple,  have  reported  {general  sh.orta,;?es  of  beef 
and  veal.      In  viev:  of  the  j;Gneral  supply  situation,   it  is  felt  that  these 
complaints  reflect  a  shortage  of  the  nost  desirable  cuts  rather  than  an 
actual  meat  shortajie. 

Throughout  the  country  the  food  situation  is  encouraging  this  month.  The 
chief  shorta-cs  complained  of  are  canned  fruit,  canned  fish,  cheese,  scap 
and  soap  pov/ders,  apples  and  onions.      Lieats,  vegetables  (canned,  frozen 
and  fresh),  fats  and  oils  and  citrus  products  are  in  generally  satisfac- 


tory supply.      Butter  is  still  shor 
the  situation  is  better  than  it  :i; 
plus  of  shell  eggs. 


—  r pt  in  1  p  f ""i f^wp c;  +-.  £;nd  l(«est,  but 
b|_en}  pjT^n^o/yregions  report  a  sur- 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORD 

The  att£.chcd  suinj'i.ar^,''  shows  the  situ  it^n  bp/ ■  ma-j i>r  commodities  in  important 
and  representative  cities  and  tcvms 
iies  v."hich  differ  from  tlie  national 
assumption  that  \fc  can  relieve  onl 


or^the  X%it6'd  States.  '    Only  corimodi- 


up-ply  situation  are  mentioned  on  the 
'ci.s^Ss  "v^here'  one  area,  i's  suffering  un- 
duly in  relation  to  the  rest  of  the~c?5n??ti*y, -but'-not  oases  of  national  short- 
a:,c  or  surnlus. 


Item.s  arc  grouped  in  four  columns  as  explained  bclov;,  the  most  important 
being  column  throe,  "Unbalanced  Short."      T^iese  are  the  items  vrfiich  are 
generally  adequate  in  tlic  country  but  siicrt  in  various  localities;  there- 
fore, they  are  the  items  most  subject  to  correction.     There  are  many  dif- 
ferent kinds  cf  prcbloms  involved  depending  en  the  item.      Tliese  reports 
cannot  be  expected  to  shovj  up  such  problems;  they  must  be  analj'-zed  sepa- 
rately.     For  examnle,  it  cannot  be  discovered  whether  the  shortage  of 
evaporated  m.ilh  in  the  South  and  Southwest  is  a  pricf.  problem.,  a  shipping 
problem,  or  just  -vmat  is  involved.      But  we  do  hnov;  that  certain  areas  are 
suffering  shortages.      The  smc  is  true  of  poultry  and  various  ether  com- 
modities.     The  best  that  this  report  can  do  is  s.io-v;  up  problem  areas  and 
problem  cor.imodities.      For  tlmt  reasori  it  has  been  put  in  its  present  form 
cjaphasizing  variations  from  the  national  picture  by  selected  representa- 
tive areas.       It  v/as  hoped  to  have  a  mere  cor.plete  sam.ple  of  areas,  but  the 
reporting  system  is  not  yet  com':>letely  set  up  and  not  all  areas  have  been 
identified. 


Su.;;^gestiL ns  ts  to  fern  or  coivbcr.t  of  t;i:".s  i.icnthl^  rc^.crt  frori  cnyonc  ■vviic  ncy 
fincl  it  cf  vc  luc  be  grcc.tly  cpprccir  tec . 

Pert  1  -  The  Ucitioncl  Situc^ticn* 

ii..     Feeds  th,:t  ere  short  in  ell  ix;  ioriG  repcrtin^: 

Cenr.ccl  pineepple  end  juice        Seeps  £.nd  socp  pov:dors 
Cc.nr  ed  fish  i4-7ples 
Cheese  Onions 


C. 


..'ocds  thc.t  ere  short  in  c 

All  other  cc.nned  fruit 
Tonato  cc.tsun 
Baby  feeds 


Tic.jjority  cf  the  regions: 

?rczen  fruits 
Butter 


Feeds  thet  ere  edecuete  in  e  nie  jcr  it  cf  the  rer^icns, 
but  shert  ir.  one  or  two  f  "Unbelenced" ) : 


Ceni,  ed  scups 
hr.isins  t.ne  cvirrenth 
Fruit  spi eeds 
Frozen  li;ie  oeens 
Beef 
Veel 

Corn  -rits 


Cej-i"iee  i*eets 

Eve.pcrtvted  ililh 

Syrups 

r luid  nilk 

poultry 

Pice 


tl_r.t  ere  ;;.deQuete  ir.  ell  rcicr.s  renortin'^^: 


C-rt'.pef ruit  juice 
Cenr:ed  ve3etebl::s 

(e::cept  tereete  ectsup) 

Citrus  mfOTfu.ledo 

Otiicr  f  re  2  en  vee  eteoles 

Dried  prunes 

Dry  beens 

Ler,ib 

Porh 

P  c  V.  dy  -to-  e  e  t  -r.i.  e  r.  t  s 
I.'errcrinc 


Ler'". 

Shcrtenin^; 
Se-led  oils 

^ern  neel 

Jlecercni  end  ether 

peste  products 
Scy  flour  end  flelccs 
Citrus  fruit 
Pctetoes 

Other  vc 'ctc.blos 


Pert  11  - 


Pert  lend,  Lleinc 


^J.  3v-;:n;.ries 


Adequf  .te  (1) 

Cenn.ed  pincep;.^lo 
Beby  Food 


Unbelr.nced  Rcletive 
Siicrt  (2)   Shert(5)  Abundencc 

Ce.nricd  esp£vrr.,.us  Beef 
Ce.nned  Se.inr.ch  '^''eel 


*ThGse  lists  ere  ccr.ipiled  frcn  reports  '^f  T/helese-lc  "stocks  fren  four  rcf.itms 
and  en  "Inedeque.tc-Setisf e.ctcry-Lxccspive"  brct.kdcvm  fren  the  ilidwcs"  Rc^.ion. 


